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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20080427 



Application/Control Number: 09/686,778 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3625 

DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

The following is a final office action in response to the communications received 
on April 1 , 2008. Claims 39-45, 47-53 and 55-58 are now pending in this application. 

Examiner submits this office action in response to Applicant's after-final response 
submitted on April 1 , 2008. Examiner vacates the previously submitted final office 
action on January 2, 2008 as new claims 55-58 were mistakenly overlooked. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 47-53 and 55-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The applicant attempted to amend claim 47 to conform with 35 U.S.C. 101 . The 
proper form of the preamble of claim 47 should be as follows: 

A computer program product for providing an on-line group buying sale to a 
referring website, the computer program product comprising a computer-readable 
medium encoded with computer program code for causing a computer component to 
perform the steps of: 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 39-45, 47-53, and 55-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pallakoff (U.S. Patent No. 6,269,343) in view of Ross (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,629,135). 

Referring to claim 39 . Pallakoff discloses a computer-implemented method for 
providing information from a seller about an on-line group buying sale to a website for 
referring potential buyers to the on-line group buying sale, the method comprising: 

receiving item data from each of the plurality of sellers that defines a featured 
item for an on-line group-buying sale, wherein each seller transmits the item data over 
an electronic network to a computerized facility configured to conduct a plurality of on- 
line group-buying sales for the featured items defined by the received item data over the 
electronic network (Pallakoff: Fig. 3, "31 ...product description"); 

receiving sales data from each of the plurality of sellers that provides each sellers 
directions for the on-line group-buying sale of the featured item, wherein each seller 
transmits the sales data over the electronic network to the computerized facility 
(Pallakoff: Fig. 3, "31 ...different price levels for different demand thresholds"); 

storing the item data and the sales data received from each seller in a data 
repository, wherein the computerized facility uses received sales data to conduct the 
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plurality of on-line group-buying sales of featured items defined by received item data 
(Pallakoff: column 12, lines 54-67); 

receiving instructions for selecting an on-line group buying sale from the plurality 
of on-line group buying sales for a website for referring potential buyers to an on-line 
group buying sale (Pallakoff: column 6, line 36 to column 7, line 5, "In the preferred 
embodiment, the system 13 presents one or more sellers' offers on one or more web 
sites with web pages similar to web page 21." and "...the system 13 presents offers on 
one or more web sites as in accordance with the program flow diagram shown in Fig. 
5."); 

receiving from the referring website a request for informational (Pallakoff: column 
9, lines 34-65); 

responsive to the request for information and the instructions for selecting an on- 
line group buying sale, selecting for the referring website an on-line group buying sale 
from the plurality of on-line group buying sales (Pallakoff: column 9, lines 34-65); 

generating a display associated with the selected on-line group buying sales 
(Pallakoff: column 9, lines 34-65); 

generating a link to the display (Pallakoff: Fig. 6); and 

providing a link to the referring website, whereby a potential buyer accessing the 
referring website can access the link, and thereby access the display associated with 
the selected on-line group buying sale and participate in the selected on-line group 
buying sale (Pallakoff: Fig. 6). 
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The Examiner notes, Pallakoff discloses receiving from the referring website a 
request for information. However, Pallakoff is silent to a method wherein a request for 
information comprises a tag . 

Allsop is directed to a method of providing dealer authorization information to a 
remote processing system. Allsop further discloses the use of tags (Allsop: column 5, 
lines 23-37). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, to have modified the method of Pallakoff with the teachings of Allsop in order to 
provide owners of a referring web site a cost effective and scalable architecture that 
streamlines content addition (Ross: column 3, lines 32-45). 

Referring to claim 40 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the request 
for information from the referring website contains a sales criterion, and selecting for the 
referring website an on-line group buying sale is performed responsive to the sales 
criterion (Pallakoff: Fig. 4). 

Referring to claim 41 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the sales 
criterion comprises at least a timing criterion (Pallakoff: Fig. 4, "46"). 



Referring to claim 42 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the selected 
on-line group buying sale is offered exclusively to potential buyers who access the 
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selected on-line group buying sale through the link provided to the referring website 
(Pallakoff: column 9, lines 34-65). 

Referring to claim 43 . Pallakoff further discloses a method comprising receiving 
instructions for displaying an on-line group buying sale from the referring website, and 
wherein generating a display is performed responsive to the instructions for displaying 
(Pallakoff: Fig. 5). 

Referring to claim 44 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the 
instructions for displaying specify displaying the selected on-line group-buying sale in a 
random scheme (Pallakoff: Fig. 5). 

Referring to claim 45 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the display 
comprises a link back to the referring website (Pallakoff: Fig. 6) 

Referring to claims 47-53 . Claims 47-54 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 39-46. 



Referring to claim 55 , although Pallakoff teaches a method wherein the sales 
criterion comprises at least a price criterion (Pallakoff: Fig. 4, "45"). 
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Referring to claim 56 , although Pallakoff teaches a method wherein the sales 
criterion comprises at least a item criterion (Pallakoff: Fig. 4, "45"). 

Referring to claim 57 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the 
instructions for displaying specify displaying the selected on-line group-buying sale in a 
random scheme (Pallakoff: Figs. 5 and 6). 

Referring to claim 58 . Pallakoff further discloses a method wherein the 
instructions for displaying specify displaying the selected on-line group-buying sale in a 
shuffle scheme (Pallakoff: Fig. 6. and column 7 lines 15-30; where a buyer is presented 
with multiple offers from multiple sites rotated.). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kalyan K. Deshpande whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5880. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on (571 ) 272-6763. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeffrey A. Smith/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3625 
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